
As I start my tour of duty as President of the       
Alexander Hamilton Chapter of the SAR, I am    
learning that one of the most important projects that 
we have ahead of us is to get participation from  
Alexander Hamilton Chapter members at the state 
level. It has been some time since we have had an 
Alexander Hamilton member who has run for a     
position on the board of the State Society. 
 

On April 30, 2011 the SAR Pacific District Meeting 
will be held at the Red Lion Hotel in Olympia.  We 
need a member to volunteer for the Planning       
Committee.  We are the largest chapter in the state.  
Let’s show the other members that we care.  Please 
contact me and let me know what you can and will do 
to participate.  If you are unable to help plan and    
execute the meeting, please plan to attend the banquet 
dinner on Saturday, April 30.  Details will be forth-
coming at our meetings and in the newsletter. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you at our regular chapter 
meeting and at our district meeting in April. 
 
. 

1 

Awarded the Carl F. Bessent Award for a single sheet Chapter newsletter, 2007 

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON CHAPTER, SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

   VOLUME  10  ISSUE  9    FEBRUARY 19, 2011          EDITOR:  BOB WAGERS  bwagers@comcast.net 

NEXT MEETING 
 

Saturday   

February 19, 2011  
 

 Washington Youth Academy 
 

               David KiddDavid KiddDavid KiddDavid Kidd 

 

The Washington Youth Academy, in association with 
the Washington National Guard, conducts programs for 
young men and women of high school age designed to 
help teens get the education, opportunity, structured 
training and mentoring they need to succeed. David 
Kidd of Federal Way attended the academy from July 
through graduation in December 2010.The physical part 
was comparable to Army Basic Training and academi-
cally the student received full school credits. David will 
relate his experience, trials and accomplishments for the 
chapter. 

 

THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

Chapter MessengerChapter MessengerChapter MessengerChapter Messenger    

PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 

 

LAST MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Ed Moda, a mortgage professional with 
over 18 years experience specializing in 
reverse mortgages, presented a short, 
concise description of what a reverse mortgage is, the 
advantages of such a mortgage and how it works. In es-
sence, the reverse  mortgage is a government insured 
program that was  created by the FHA to allow senior 
citizens over the age of 62 to access the equity in their 
homes as a tax-free income without making any 
monthly payments during their lifetime or until the 
home is sold. 
 

Missing from this meeting was our faithful State     
President Bob Doughty and Jan along with many of our 
own members, since only 16 members and guests 
showed up, including Dr. Andy Cowan from the Seattle 
Chapter. 
 

A highlight of this meeting was the induction of new 
member Ed Tropp by Past Pacific Area Vice President 
General, Mel Scott. 

Darrell 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON CHAPTER 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President Darrell Holt 

Immediate Past President Lee Thomasson 
Vice President Russ Pringle 

Secretary Bob Wagers 
Treasurer Mark Difford 
Chaplain Dick Seiber 

Genealogist Chuck Waid 
Historian Jerry Hull 

Trustee Dick Heinmiller 
Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson 

   Newsletter Editor Bob Wagers 



 

   CHAPTER BULLETIN 

    BOARD 

 

NoteNoteNoteNote!      !      !      !          

   

                                            LOOKING AHEAD 
 
 

February 14 Valentine’s Day 
February 19    Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill,  
  9AM,  Program: “Washington Youth 

  Academy”  
February 21 102nd Annual George Washington         
              Memorial Celebration at the University of  
  Washington. 
February 22 Washington’s Birthday 
March 13 Daylight Saving Time (set clock forward 
  one hour) 

March 19        Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill,  

 

        VETERANS MEMORIAL  

       MUSEUM CORNER 
      “They Shall Not Be Forgotten” 

 

We will once again be collecting at our January   
meeting in support of this distinguished museum. All 
donations are tax deductible. Make checks payable to 
VMM.  

NoteNoteNoteNote!  
    !      !      !          
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 Happy Valentine’s Day 
to all our Members and 

their families. 

  

Important Message from the 

Raffle Chair 
 

The raffle tickets, basket and prizes have 
gone AWOL. Anyone knowing the existence 
of these important items please contact Raffle Chair 
Dick Heinmiller and/or bring to the next meeting. 
Also bring those valuable raffle prizes.  The “rule of 

thumb”  remains: “The prize should be of a quality 

that you the donor would want to win.” On behalf of 
Compatriot Dick and the Chapter Treasury, we thank 
you for your help.  

FOR THE RECORD 
 

The January collections & bank balance: 
 

Happy Dollars                 $   18.00 
Raffle            58.00 
Veterans Memorial Museum         41.00 
Chapter Bank Balance, 1/15/11             3398.98 
 

 COMPATRIOT         

ACTIVITIES 

We are happy to report that following his several     
surgeries, Compatriot Chuck Waid is now driving, 
shaving, dressing and feeding himself.  
 

Compatriot Bob O’Neal has been appointed to        
represent Alexander Hamilton on the WASSAR       

Financial Review & Advisory Committee. 

 

 

Chapter Color Guard 
News 

 

Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson 
reports that the Chapter Color Guard 
will be participating in two major events 
in the near future: 
 

February 21  102nd Annual George Washington Memorial 
            Celebration at the University of Washington 
 

April 8             Massing of the Colors, Fort Lewis 
 

If you would like to be a part of these events and other 
color guard activities, please contact Lee. He would       
welcome your participation. 

 

 

Editors Note 
 

I hope that we are all taking the time to read         
Compatriot Bob O’Neal’s scholarly articles on our 
Chapter namesake, Alexander Hamilton. Bob has   
obviously spent considerable time in research and 
writing. The results are a very interesting and readable 
product that deserve our attention. 

 

The State Society is  Look-
ing For a Few Good Men 

 

 

The SAR Pacific District Meeting will 
be held at the Red Lion Hotel in   
Olympia, April 30, 2011. Volunteers 

from our chapter are needed for the Planning       Com-
mittee.  If you are  interested and willing to serve, 
please contact President Darrell Holt at the next     
meeting, by email at Darrell9713@comcast.net or 
phone at 360-491-9202.  



Scenes From the May 15, 2010 Meeting Honoring Eagle Scout 
David Croft, WASSAR Eagle Scout Essay Contest Winner 

Table honoring        
Compatriots Bob 
Mitchell & Wally      

Difford,  deceased. 

WASSAR Eagle Scout Committee 
Chair Don Wingerson. 

The proud mother pins the WASSAR Eagle Scout 
Contest Essay winners medal on her son, David 

Croft. 

The proud father presents David with the WASSAR  
Eagle Scout Contest Essay winner’s trophy.  

Clutching the        
WASSAR  Eagle Scout 
Contest Essay winner’s 

trophy,  David        
addresses the crowd. 

A group picture including Eagle Scout David Croft, his 
parents, scout master, Eagle Scouts Fred Kiser, Bill 

Baxter & Bob Wagers, Silver Beaver recipients Dick 
Seiber & Lee Thomasson and newly installed member 

Fred Gilbert. 

Eagle Scout David Croft with Bill 
Baxter, Distinguished Eagle Scout 

& Silver Beaver recipient. 

Silver Beaver recipient 
Dick Seiber. 

Bob Wagers proudly displays a 
picture of him & his Dad and 
the Eagle Scout badges they 
received together, October 

1943. 

L-R State President Bob Doughty, newly 
installed member Fred Gilbert & Chapter 

President Lee Thomasson. 
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON - HERO OF THE             

REVOLUTION 

 
The Artilleryman: We last left young Alexander at school . . . where in 1775, he dropped out 
of King’s College and formed his own militia unit. 
 

In April 1775, the “shot heard round the world” was fired at Lexington. The Continental 
Congress named Colonel George Washington commander-in-chief of the Continental Army 
- then surrounding British-occupied Boston.  Hurrying north, Washington spent a day in 
New York City, where, on June 25, 1775, Alexander Hamilton braced at attention for Washington to inspect his       
militia.(1) 

 

Two months later, the last British troops withdrew from Manhattan, going aboard the warship Asia. At 11 o’clock on 
the night of August 23, Continental Army Artillery captain John Lamb gave orders for his company, supported by 
Hamilton’s volunteers and a light infantry unit, to seize two dozen cannon from the battery at the island’s southern tip. 
Shortly after midnight, the British spotted Hamilton and his friend, Hercules Mulligan, and about 100 comrades       
tugging on ropes they had attached to the heavy guns. The redcoats opened a brisk musket fire. Hamilton’s militiamen 
returned fire, killing a redcoat.  At this, the Asia hoisted sail and began working in close to shore, firing a 32-gun 
broadside of solid shot. (1) 
 

Many years later Mulligan would recall: “I was engaged in hauling off one of the cannons, when Mister Hamilton 
came up and gave me his musket to hold and he took hold of the rope . . . . Hamilton [got] away with the cannon. I left 
his musket in the Battery and retreated. As he was returning, I met him and he asked for his piece. I told him where I 
had left it and he went for it, [disregarding] the continued firing, with as much concern as if the [Asia] had not been 
there.” (1) 
 

Hamilton’s cool under fire inspired the men around him: they got away with 21 of the battery’s 24 guns, dragged them 
uptown to City Hall Park and drew them up around the Liberty Pole under guard for safekeeping. (1) 

 

On January 6, 1776,  the New York  Provincial  Congress  ordered   that  an artillery company be raised to  defend  the  
colony; Hamilton, unfazed that virtually all commissions were going to native colonists of wealth and social position, 
leaped at the opportunity. 
 

Two senior generals invited Hamilton to become their aide-de-camp. He declined both, gambling instead on          
commanding his own troops in combat.  Because he was only 19, the congress gave Hamilton an examination to     
determine if he could command the company, which he passed.(2) A nephew of General George Washington saw  
Hamilton's attention to drilling his men in the field and commended him to Washington. 
 

He was “appointed Captain of the Provincial Company of Artillery of this colony.” (New York). With the last of his 
college scholarship money, he had his friend Mulligan, a tailor, make him a blue coat with buff cuffs and buckskin 
breeches. (1) 

 

He then set about recruiting the 30 men required for his company. “We engaged 25 men [the first afternoon],”       
Mulligan remembered.  Hamilton had the unit designated as ‘Continental Artillery’ and with more pay, “within three 
weeks, the young officer’s company was up to 69 men, more than double the required number.” (1) 

 

This unit is still in service!  Hamilton's Battery is the only U.S. military unit of any 
type to have an unbroken line of service from the war of the Revolution to the     
present U.S. Army. Today, this unit is Battery D, 5th Field Artillery.(2) 

 

In the Revolution, it saw action at Trenton, Princeton, Germantown, Yorktown, 
fired its first shots at English warships off Manhattan's Battery and its last from the 
same spot to celebrate the departure of the English from the harbor.(2) 

 
       Bob O’Neal 2/6/11                                                                                                                             

******************************************************************* 
Next - Battles of Bunker Hill & Long Island/Harlem Heights 
 

1. Randall, Willard Stern, “Hamilton Takes Command”, Smithsonian Magazine, January 2003 
2. Smith, LTC Walter H., “Alexander Hamilton, Artilleryman”, 1929 Field Artillery Journal, pp. 610-623. 
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